Vehicle Extrication
Chapter 7: Site Operations
Ready for Review
· Site operations, vehicle stabilization, and victim manage​ment are parts of a successive three-phase process in vehicle extrication.
· Ensuring that proper safety procedures are followed in any operation is paramount for any organization.
· Because many injured patients require definitive care in less than an hour, the “Golden Hour” is now commonly referred to as the “Golden Period.”
· Before the technical rescuer can start the operational pro​cess, he or she must be operationally ready, not only in the area of mental and physical readiness, but particularly in the area of personal protection.
· The protective ensemble includes the body piece, helmet, primary eye protection, gloves, footwear, and oftentimes reflective safety vests and respiratory protection.
· Per the federally mandated National Incident Management System (NIMS), common language is the goal for greater continuity and interoperability between agencies.
· The main goal of defensive apparatus placement is to block and protect the scene from the flow of traffic.
· Crowd control is an absolute necessity in protecting responders from individuals who might attempt to enter into the emergency site.
· As an incident grows, the need for additional resources and personnel can grow as well.
· A properly equipped rehabilitation unit providing shelter and thermal control options should be established early during prolonged extrication incidents.
· When responding to vehicle and machinery incidents, it is vital to know what additional specialized equipment is available to assist in managing an incident.
· Proper documentation always pays dividends for an agency when legal issues such as lawsuits occur.
· Size-up begins at the time the incident is dispatched, not at the time the unit arrives at the scene.
· A size-up report gives an update to the units responding so they can organize their response.
· There are generally three categories of entrapment: minor, moderate, and heavy.
· The inner and outer surveys are 360-degree inspections of the scene that are completed by two personnel.
· An incident action plan (IAP) may be formal or informal.
· Scene safety zones or operational zones are divided into hot, warm, and cold zones. These zones are strictly enforced by a designated incident safety officer.
· Hazards at vehicle extrication incidents may include fire hazards, electrical hazards, fuel hazards, ignition sources, and hazardous materials. Personnel should possess the nec​essary skills, training, and qualifications before attempting to mitigate any of these hazards.
· You should be familiar with the capabilities, protocols, and methods for accessing and landing helicopters in your area.
