Vehicle Extrication
Chapter 1: Introduction to Vehicle Extrication
Ready for Review
· Extrication is the process of removing a trapped victim from a vehicle or machinery. It is a step-by-step technical process that requires continuous training to become pro​ficient.
· Major technical rescue specialties include rope rescue, water search and rescue, mine and tunnel rescue, and wil​derness rescue.
· Training should be conducted by a qualified instructor following NFPA 1006 and NFPA 1670. These standards establish the job performance skill levels and the functional capability levels for conducting operations at a technical rescue incident.
· NFPA 1006 outlines Level I and Level II rescue skills.
1. Level I: Involve common passenger vehicles, simple small machinery, and environments where rescuer interven​tion does not constitute a high level of risk based upon the environment or other factors.
2. Level II: Involve incidents where commercial or heavy vehicles are involved, complex extrication processes are applied, multiple uncommon concurrent hazards are present, or heavy machinery or more than digital entrapment of a victim is involved.
· NFPA 1670 outlines three operational levels—awareness, operations, and technician.
1. Awareness level: A basic competency level that stresses recognition of the basic components in vehicle extrica​tion.
2. Operations level: Capability of organizations to respond to technical search and rescue incidents and to recog​nize and identify hazards, use equipment, and apply and implement limited techniques.
3. Technician level: Capability of organizations to respond to technical search and rescue incidents, to identify haz​ards, use equipment, and apply advanced techniques to coordinate, perform, and supervise technical search and rescue incidents.
· Each agency should, at a minimum, be trained to the awareness level.
