Vehicle Extrication
Chapter 10: Alternative Extrication Techniques
Ready for Review
· Tunneling is the process of gaining entry through the rear trunk area of a vehicle. It is most commonly performed for a vehicle that is resting on its roof, but it can be performed for a vehicle in any resting position.
· There are multiple variations of the types of seat frames.
· Seats are attached to the floorboards of the vehicle in four or more places, with positional adjustments on slide tracks that are either fully automatic/motorized or manually oper​ated.
· The material covering the seats may have to be removed using a knife or trauma shears to expose the area of attach​ment located on the floor or to expose the steel hinges where the seat back is attached to the bottom seat sec​tion.
· The cross ram technique is used when the impingement of metal on the victim requires a unique mechanism of movement.
· The hydraulic ram has the advantage over a hydraulic spreader because it can be used in tight spaces.
· When an object impales a vehicle occupant, the main objective is to stabilize the penetrating object at the entry point and the exit point, if an exit point exists.
· The pneumatic air chisel is a powerful tool with multiple blades. The two most widely used blades are the panel cut​ter, or T-blade, and the flat/curved blade. The panel cutter is used for cutting shallow straight cuts on small-gauge sheet metal, and the flat/curved blade is used for cutting through medium- to heavy-gauge steel.
· A reciprocating saw is an excellent tool to use for removing a vehicle’s roof, especially on vehicles with large C-posts.
· The technique of removing a door on the hinge side can be completed using a combination of a hydraulic spreader and hydraulic cutter, or it can be accomplished utilizing an air chisel.
· Gaining entry through the side of a vehicle that has rolled over and is resting on its roof can require either a very basic procedure such as forcing a door open, or it can be a very involved process requiring multiple steps.
· Acceleration and brake pedals are notorious for trapping or entangling occupants’ foot extremities. The pedal arm can be cut and/or relocated using mechanical tools such as a hydraulic cutter, reciprocating saw, air chisel, or pneumatic cutoff tool (whizzer saw); a come along and chain set; or a very simple tool such as a section of webbing or rope.
