Vehicle Extrication
Chapter 9: Victim Access and Management
Ready for Review
· Victim management involves vehicle entry, patient packag​ing, and patient removal.
· The main objective is not to remove the victim from the vehicle but to remove the vehicle from the victim by cre​ating a large opening with systematic and precise tech​niques.
· Primary access points are the existing openings into the vehicle, and secondary access points are openings created by rescuers.
· One of the simplest ways to access a victim is to open a vehicle door. It is important to manually try all of the doors before other methods are used, even if the doors appear to be badly damaged.
· When conducting extrication operations on a vehicle, it is safer to remove all of the vehicle’s glass as opposed to leaving some segments intact.
· Polycarbonate glass is a lighter, durable plastic that is up to 250 times stronger than glass; it is naturally designed to resist direct impacts by any striking tool carried on the apparatus.
· Making a purchase point is the process of gaining an access area to insert and better position a tool for operation. Once a purchase point has been established, the goal is to cre​ate a wide enough opening with the hydraulic spreader to expose the locking/latching mechanism or hinges and to insert a hydraulic cutter; this technique is known as expose and cut.
· For gaining door access, a vertical spread technique gives the technical rescuer the best vantage point to expose the latch and create enough room for the cutter blades to get in and cut the latching mechanism.
· One of the more favorable techniques utilized to gain access to door hinges from the outside is a wheel well crush tech​nique using the hydraulic spreader.
· The complete side removal technique (side-out) is a highly effective technique for four-door side-impact collisions; it pushes the door frame and B-post outward and away from the occupant, utilizing the door’s natural directional move​ment.
· When performing a roof removal, position rescuers on both sides of the vehicle to support the roof as the posts are cut.
· The dash roll technique involves pushing or rolling the entire front end of the vehicle, which encompasses the dashboard, steering wheel, and steering column, off of the entrapped occupant utilizing hydraulic rams.
· The dash lift technique involves lifting the dash upward with the hydraulic spreader by making precise relief cuts in the hood’s upper rail and between the hinges of the firewall area separating the dash section from the front end of the vehicle.
· Dash brackets can at times resist the upward movement of the dash lift technique, halting any progress.
· Relocating a steering column utilizing a rated come along may be a reliable option when other dash displacement techniques, such as a dash lift or dash roll technique, are not an option or a hydraulic tool fails.
· Once inside the vehicle, the technical rescuer must render basic medical attention to the victim, such as managing airway, breathing, and circulation.
· Because trauma is suspected after a motor vehicle collision, protect the cervical spine by keeping the patient’s head in a neutral position and using the jaw-thrust maneuver to open the airway. Maintain cervical stabilization until the head and neck are immobilized.
· Some incidents may involve multiple victims. Triage sim​ply means to sort patients based on the severity of their injuries.
· There are four common triage categories. They can be remembered using the mnemonic IDME, which stands for Immediate (red), Delayed (yellow), Minor or Mini​mal (green; hold), and Expectant (black; likely to die or dead).
· Once the victim has been removed from the vehicle, trans​fer all pertinent medical information to the EMS personnel who will transport the patient to the appropriate medical facility.
· Skilled verbal communication and written documenta​tion will enable you to effectively coordinate the transfer of care.
