Vehicle Extrication
Chapter 11: Commercial Vehicles
Ready for Review
· The US DOT defines a CMV as a motor vehicle or combination of motor vehicles used in commerce to transport passengers or property if the motor vehicle has a gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR) of 26,001 lb or more (11,794 kg or more) inclusive of a towed unit(s) with a GVWR of more than 10,000 lb (4,536 kg); or a GVWR of 26,001 lb or more (11,794 kg or more); or is designed to transport 16 or more passengers, including the driver; or is of any size and is used in the transportation of hazardous materials as defined in this section.
· CMVs also include box trucks, semi-tractor trailers, concrete mixers, vehicle transporters, buses, and cranes.
· The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) categorizes buses into carrier types or by function or purpose such as school bus, transit bus, intercity bus, and charter/tour bus.
· As an emergency responder, you may never come across a school bus accident, but it is vital to be prepared and know the makeup, structural components, and different types of school buses that are on the roadways today.
· The school bus industry designated four categories or classifications of school buses including types A, B, C, and D.
· The overall design features of the bus such as metal thickness and spacing of channel beams may vary among manufacturers, but all must meet the FMVSS for school buses.
· Many of the design features of a school bus integrate safety.
· The greatest concern for the officer in charge at a school bus extrication incident is gaining and maintaining control of the incident through proper scene management.
· Progressive agencies have preplanned and trained heavily for such an event and have preestablished MCI protocols and/or an emergency response plan in place.
· Upon your arrival at the scene of a school bus extrication, give a clear, accurate account of what is presented and conduct an inner and outer survey of the scene to formulate your action plan.
· As with most vehicles, there are basically four positions in which a school bus will present that the technical rescuer will have to stabilize: upright, on its side, on its roof, or on another vehicle.
· Within the United States, the rules and regulations that are placed on CMVs are implemented through the DOT, which limits the amount of weight a CMV can transport, including the type of cargo being hauled with these vehicles.
· CMVs are classified into eight weight categories.
· One of the greatest concerns for the technical rescuer responding to a motor vehicle accident involving a CMV is the potential for that CMV to be transporting hazardous materials, and for that cargo’s or vessel’s integrity to be compromised.
· Federal law requires placards to be clearly displayed on each side and end of the vehicle. United Nations/North American Hazardous Materials Code (UN/NA) identification numbers are another way to identify the hazardous material that is being transported.
· There are five types or classifications of tow units to assist in a CMV extrication.
